Megan Vaughn 
Lesson 3-Post card collages

1. Art 1

2. Unit Title: Space and Form/ Visual Culture

· Unit Goals

i. Students will gain a greater understanding of space and form by creating depth and 3-dimensionaltiy in a variety of works.

ii. Students will learn more about other cultures through research and creation of a project.

iii. Students will strengthen their ability to communicate ideas visually.

3. The Art I students will

· Participate in an examination of space by critically looking at post cards and how visual and verbal messages can be conveyed on a small scale then create a series of postcard images on white poster board that are intended to attract/repel viewers and convey a message. 

· Select and research a country, create a collage using images of the country, familiarize themselves with the language of the country as well as an artist from the country, write a brief postcard message using words from the target language, and create a poster board showing the works of an artist from that country in order to demonstrate their understanding of the fact that art is connected with other disciplines as well as other cultures around the world. 

4. Material Media 

· Magazines with articles on countries outside the US (ex. -National Geographic or any travel magazines) to read about countries and to cut out images for collages

· Computers (in classroom or computer lab) to do research about the country, language, and artist from that country

· 8 ½”x 11” cut white poster board for enlarged postcards

· Large poster board for artist information

· Markers to write postcard messages

· Glue to adhere magazine images to poster board

· Scissors to cut out images

· Foreign language dictionaries (optional extension) to look up specific vocabulary in a target language

· Printer to print off images of artist’s works

5. Instructional Procedures

A. Set

a. When students walk in, there will be postcards distributed on their desks and up on the board.  The teacher will ask if they have ever seen or sent postcards and what kinds of messages they send. 

B. Key Questions:

a. What kinds of messages do the pictures on postcards communicate?

b. What do we usually say on postcards?

c. Can the images on postcards be persuasive?

d. Can these images inform you about a country and a culture?

C. Classroom Strategies:

Day One: 

Teacher 

1. Introduces discussion about postcards and visual images

2. Asks: “What do these images tell us?”

3. Asks: “What kind of message is the creator trying to send?”

4. Asks, “Can these images be used as persuasive?” (Relate to propaganda, persuasive essays, etc.)

5. Shows an example work.

6. Asks: “What does this image tell you?”

7. Asks: “How does the artist create a convincing composition?”

8. Explains that the concept of space: that the bigger something is, the closer it appears and the further away it is, the smaller it appears.

9. Explains that today’s assignment will be creating an enlarged postcard image.

10. Instructs students to take the magazines, select a country, and come up with a message they want to send to the viewer.

11. Instructs students to create a collage using the concept of space that is visually appealing to the viewer.

12. Tells students who finish early to paint over edges of pictures that overlap in order to make the collage more cohesive.

13.  Tells students when it is time to clean up.

Students:

1.Participate in class discussion about postcards and persuasion.

2. Gather supplies from supply table.

3. Look through magazines and choose a country to promote.

4. Cut out pictures and creates a visually interesting collage that incorporates the element of space.

5. Paint into collage if they have time.

6. Clean up when it is time to go.

Day 2

Teacher

1. Asks students to review by briefly showing their work to the class and describing what they learned about their country and as well discussing the concept they want to convey in their collage.

2. Takes students to computer lab to do further research on the country.

3. Instruct students to write down at least 5 (non-English) phrases used in the country they are researching.

4. Instruct students to create a message on the back of their collage that incorporates 3-5 of the phrases they found in the country’s language.

5. Tells students to research an artist (of any period) from the country they are researching.  

6. Tells students to write down at least 5 facts about the artist as well as 3-5 works the artist has done and print them off for their poster.

7. Takes up collages at the end of class and instructs students to make artist poster as homework.

 Students:

1. Retrieve previous day’s work.

2. Share their idea with the class.

3. Research the country that interested them.

4. Write down 5 phrases in the country’s native language.

5. Integrate the phrases they found into a message they write on the back of the work.

6. Look up an artist from their country and write down 5 facts and find 3-5 works done by the artist.

7. Complete collage postcard project with message and turn it in to teacher.

8. Complete an artist poster with 3-5 images of works and 5 facts about the artist for homework.

Day 3




Teacher:

1. Reviews previous day’s assignment by showing examples and asking students to briefly present the artist they researched.

2. Introduces the idea of a series.

3. Tells students that today they will be working on more works that convey a message.

4. Instructs a student to brainstorm about things that they like/dislike that they would want to persuade/ dissuade someone from doing.

5. Instructs students to use these ideas to make persuasive postcards that try and communicate an idea to their audience.

6. Tells students that these postcards should be a series of collages that persuade or dissuade the viewer to do something.

7. Tells students where materials are and does a quick demo and shows example.

8. Tells students when it is time to clean up.

Students:

1. Share their artist poster board with the class.

2. Gather materials for collages.

3. Brainstorm ideas about persuasion/dissuasion on scratch paper or in sketchbook.

4. Work on a series of collages on 4”x6” poster board meant to persuade their viewers. 

5. Continue to work until the end of class.

Day 4




Teacher

1. Allows students to work to finish cards.

2. (Optional) Leads class in a discussion about their images.  Why/ how they are persuasive etc.

3. Asks students to share one or more of their series with the class.  (Their favorite one and the one that is the most successful) 

Students

1. Continue to work until their series is complete.

2. Share their work and discuss the power of persuasive images with the group.  

D. Practice and Review (specific)

a.  Students will be reminded of the concept of space when doing other projects such as collages, paintings, or drawings.  They will use the information learned about persuasion in future drawings and class assignments as well as in other subjects that require them to argue/ voice an opinion.

E.  Learner involvement 

a. Students will be actively involved in answering questions about persuasion and propaganda, sharing information learned about their country and artist, and asking questions about one another’s collages and artist presentations.

F.  Learner Environment (specific and more)

a. Students will be seated at round or rectangle tables with 4-6 students at each table.  Some materials (magazines, etc.) will be in the center of the table so all members of the table can easily share them.   Other materials (scissors, glue, etc.) will be easily accessible to students on supply shelves on the left side or in the back of the classroom. Students will be allowed to switch magazines with other tables or go look through the stack that are not being used. Students will have access to a sink in the back left corner of the classroom if they need to rinse out brushes or get water to paint any gaps or small places in their collage.  

b. In the computer lab, students will work individually at their own computer.  They will have Internet access and do research on the country an artist of their choosing.  The teacher will walk around to supervise and will be available to assist students when they need help.

G. Closure (clean-up)

a. Students will be asked, 

Day 1:

· Students will be instructed to clean up materials 10 minutes prior to the end of class.

· Students will be asked, “What did we learn today about space?  How can we apply that to our future work?”

      Day 2:

· Students will be instructed to clean up materials 10 minutes prior to the end of class.

· Students will be asked, “What did we learn about other cultures?  How can that help us understand the people better on a global level? “ 

       Day 3:

· Students will be instructed to clean up materials 10 minutes prior to the end of class.

· Students will be asked, “What did we learn about persuasion?  What are some effective ways to communicate ideas visually?  How can we relate the idea of persuasion to other subject areas?”

H. Alternative and/ or supplemental activities 

a. Will be addressed and provided as needed.  Students with physical limitations may be assisted by a student helper or by the teacher when doing cutting for collages and when using the computer to research country/ artist.  Students who are unable to perform tasks needed to complete the project will have it altered for them in any way needed (different material, decrease difficulty of project, etc.).  Students who struggle with this project may omit the series option and work on the larger collage.  They may also only need 2 facts, words, and works of an artist if research proves to be very difficult for them.

6. Evaluation

A. Informal:  Question and answers during review time will give me an idea of whether of not students understand the concepts of space, collage and the parameters of the assignment.

B. Formal:   Students final product (the postcard) will be evaluated using the attached rubric. (See appendix B)

C. Self-Reflection:  I will ask students at the end of each class and the project if they understand the concept of space and collage and how to apply them. I will ask if there was anything I could have explained any part better and how I could have done that.  I will also reflect at the end of each class about the approach I took in teaching this subject.  

7. Re-teaching

· I will re-clarify information as needed each day to make sure students are understanding the processes and concepts being used.

· I will question students verbally to see if my introduction was clear.  If it was not, I will used more examples and go more in depth with my instruction.  I will also make sure to reiterate the information taught in this lesson into other lessons later on in the semester.

