Megan Vaughn 

Lesson 1-Creating 3-D Forms

1. Art 1

2. Unit Title: Space and Form/ Visual Culture

· Unit Goals

i. Students will gain a greater understanding of space and form by creating depth and 3-dimensionaltiy in a variety of works.


ii. Students will strengthen their ability to communicate ideas visually.

iii. Students will become proficient at using one and two-point perspective in artwork.
3. Instructional Objectives 
The Art I students will 

· Discuss the element of form and how it relates to their everyday experience, watch a demonstration of how to turn shapes into forms, draw thumbnail sketches, and construct a 3-dimensional sculpture using 5 or more open cardboard forms to demonstrate their understanding of the concept of form.

4. Material Media 
· Cardboard to construct forms

· Duct tape or packaging tape to attach cardboard pieces

· Exact-o knives to cut out shapes

· Scissors to cut cardboard and to cut out 

· Masking tape to join forms

· Glue guns and glue to attach cardboard pieces

· Pencils to do sketches

· Rulers to draw lines and to cut along for straight edges

· Scratch paper or sketchbook to sketch out ideas

· Gesso to prime sculptures (optional)

5. Instructional Procedures    

A. Set

a. When students walk in, they will see a series of shapes and forms on opposite sides of the board.  The teacher will ask the students questions about what the differences are between the two.  The teacher will go over the definitions of shape and form and will discuss how to create both on a 2-D surface.  The teacher will explain the students’ assignment for the day, explaining that some of their drawn forms will be translated into a 3-D sculpture.

B. Key Questions:

a. What are the differences between shape and form?

b. What are examples of form that we see in our everyday life?

c. How do you convey 3-D shapes on a 2-D surface?

d. How can drawing a thumbnail sketch help you when preparing for a project?

C. Classroom Strategies:

Day One:

Teacher 

1. Introduces discussion about form and how it is translated in 2-D and 3-D.

2. Asks: “What are the drawings of the board of?”

3. Asks: “Which shapes appear to be 3-dimensional?”

4. Shows and points out the differences between shapes and forms.

5. Demonstrates by drawing examples showing how to make forms look 3-D on a 2-D surface.

6. Instructs students to do their own drawings of form and walks around to monitor and make sure students are doing the lines right.

7. Draws another example but this time connects the forms together.

8. When drawing forms together teacher asks students to draw forms that are open in the middle.

9. Tells students that today they will be doing sketches of forms and turning them into a 3-D sculpture.

10. Writes the parameters of the assignment on the board and instructs students to begin work on 3 different thumbnail sketches.

Students:

1.   Participate in class discussion about shape vs. form.

2. Sketch forms after teacher does demo.

3. Draws at least 3 thumbnail sketches of different form sculptures.
4. Choose their favorite of the sketches as a plan for their sculpture and asks for the teacher’s approval. 

Day 2 

Teacher

1. Reviews the parameters of the assignments with students.

2. Reminds students that they need to use different textures within their forms by using the corrugated and smooth parts of the cardboard.

3. Tells students that the forms need to be open in the middle and flow into one another to create a new, more complex form 

4. Demonstrates how to cut out a form and attach it using glue/ tape.

5. Goes around and talks to students about their projects as they work.

6. Tells students when it is time to clean up.

 Students

1. Get out their sketches.

2. Watch teacher demo.

3. Once sketch is approved, students go to collect materials and begin work.

4. Draw out the shapes they will need to create their form onto scrap cardboard.

5. Cut out shapes and begin piecing together cardboard pieces with tape, glue etc. to create individual forms.

6. Cut and arrange individual forms to create a new form/ sculpture.

7. Cleans up when it is time to go

Day 3

Teacher

1. Briefly reviews the assignment.

2. Instructs students to begin working on projects 

3. Tells students that once they are done constructing they can begin gesso-ing or painting their sculpture.

Students

1. Get out projects and begin work

2. Those who are finished with construction may choose to add more texture (by exposing corrugated cardboard) or gesso their sculptures.

3. Clean up when it is time to go.

D. Practice and Review

a. Students will use the element of form in future works and will apply their knowledge

E.  Learner involvement

a. Students will be actively involved in answering questions about how shape and form are different, working diligently on the form assignment, and asking questions about one another’s work and techniques used. 

F.  Learner Environment 

a. Students will be seated at round or rectangle tables with 4-6 students at each table.  Some materials (patterns, etc.) will be in the center of the table so all members of the table can easily share them.   Other materials (exact-o knives, glue, tape, etc.) will be easily accessible to students on supply shelves on the left side or in the back of the classroom. Large sheets of cardboard will be accessible to all in the open space in the middle of the room Students will have access to a sink in the back left corner of the classroom if they need to rinse out brushes or get water.  

G. Closure

a. Day 1: 

i. Students will be instructed to clean up materials 10 minutes prior to the end of class.

ii. After clean up, students will be asked, “What did we learn today about form?  How can we create 3-D images on a 2-D plane?  How can we translate this knowledge to 3-D work?

iii. The teacher will tell students that the next class they will be constructing their forms sketches into sculptures using cardboard.

b. Day 2:  

i. Before clean-up (15 minutes before end of class), students will be asked to share things that are working not working with the construction/ design of their projects and how they might fix any problems.

ii. After students share, they will clean up supplies and artwork (5 minutes prior to end of class).
iii. Teacher will tell students, “Look at your form sculpture.  Have you used different textures in your forms? Think about how you want your finished sculpture to look.”

iv. Teacher will ask, “Will you choose to paint your sculpture with gesso or leave it the color of cardboard?  Why will you choose one over the other?” 

v. Teacher will tell students that tomorrow they will continue work on their sculptures (if needed) and hopefully finish them.

c. Day 3:

i. Teacher will decide if students need another day to complete their sculptures.  If they do not, the teacher will lead the class in wrap up discussion about form and its many applications in art.  If so, students will continue working until they are done. 

ii. Students will be instructed to clean up materials 15 minutes prior to the end of class. 

iii. Students will do a quick critique of the project outcomes and their favorite works.
H. Alternative and/ or supplemental activities

a. Will be addressed and provided as needed.  Students with physical limitations may be assisted by a student helper or by the teacher when cutting and attaching cardboard into forms.  Students who are unable to perform tasks needed to complete the project will have it altered for them in any way needed (different material, decrease difficulty of project, etc.).  Possible alternate activities would include drawn or modeled form sculptures (using clay or modeling clay) to accommodate for learners with disabilities.  

6. Evaluation

A. Informal:  Question and answers during review time will give me an idea of whether of not students understand the difference between shape and form.  The forms that they do as practice will also let me know if they are successfully creating forms and conveying 3-D shapes on a 2-D surface.  The thumbnails will also let me know if students understand the concept of combining forms to make a new form/ sculpture. 

B. Formal:   Students final product (the sculpture/ new form) will be evaluated using the attached rubric. (See appendix A)

C. Self-Reflection:  I will ask students at the end of each class and the project if they understand they differences in shape and form and how to apply them. I will ask if there was anything I could’ve explained better and how.  I will also reflect at the end of each class about the approach I took in teaching this subject.  

7. Re-teaching

· I will re-clarify information as needed each day to make sure students are understanding the processes and concepts being used.

· I will question students verbally to see if my introduction was clear.  If it wasn’t, I will used more examples and go more in depth with my instruction.  I will also make sure to reiterate the information taught in this lesson into other lessons later on in the semester.

